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of a declaration of war would be held to justify a
new intervention either into Afghanistan or Tibet
to-day. Looking back, then, we can thankfully recog-
nize the difference between post-war and pre-war
days. Furthermore, it is necessary, in all these
changes that are taking place, to carry the best
Indian opinion with us. Along the lines by which
we are now travelling this should not be difficult,
because by temperament and disposition the intel-
lectual mind both of China and India is against
"brute force" aggression.
No attempt will be made in this chapter to trace
all the clashes that occurred between Russia and
Great Britain during the nineteenth century; but it
is necessary to point out how great was the injury
done to Afghanistan, which had the misfortune to
be the buffer State between these two hostile Powers.
The vast misery caused by continual provocative
acts from either side and the money wasted in
useless war preparations should serve as a salutary
warning.
The late Amir Abdurrahman has described, in
his memoirs, the intolerable suspense and insecurity
caused by the restless activities of "short-sighted
English officials, and some other peoples, absorbed
by the mania of a * Forward Policy.' "* He sought,
year after year, for a final definition of boundaries
between the two countries. At last, in 1893, ^e
Durand Mission delimited his eastern border. But
as the fear of the "Russian Menace" increased, the
i Quoted by F G. Pratt.